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Concept Note of the Seminar 
North eastern part of India is a culturally rich and socially diversified region. The
plethora of literature from North East India has claimed interest and worldwide
reputation with their outstanding creative release. Writing in English from the
Northeastern part of India is gradually emerging as an interesting body of literature.
North East has been bestowed with literary luminaries who represent their land, people,
and their culture through the rich gamut of literary texts.
It is worth mentioning that some of the best writings from North East India have been
produced in regional languages including English. With rich cultural and ethnolinguistic
diversity, the literature of the North East is representative of varied histories, languages,
and socio-cultural and religious practices. North East literature enjoys widespread
recognition through the presence of several writers who have garnered greater admiration
for addressing the issues that are pertinent to the region through their works. The literary
traditions of the North East showcase the rich cultural and ethnolinguistic diversity
along with an amalgamation of critical perceptions on issues such as languages, ethnicity,
identity, and socio-cultural as well as religious practices.

Along with the oral literature North East has a rich tradition of written literature in
various languages which are translated into English and other regional languages. The
literature of the region, therefore, is unique and diverse. The recent phenomenon of an
upsurge of writers from the North East has accumulated widespread appreciation in the
literary landscape of the North East region. In recent times, we take pride in a handful of
writers who have made their mark in the corpus of Indian English literature with their
substantial literary contributions. Among the pathbreaking writers of North East
literature are, Birendra-Kumar Bhattacharya, Dr. Indira Goswami, Homen Borgohain,
Dhurba Hazarika, Anuradha Sarma Pujari, Mitra Phukan, Mamang Dai, Temsula Ao,
Easterine Kire, Jahnavi Barua, Anjum Hasan, Aruni Kashyap, Uddipana Goswami,
Robin Ngangon, Janice Pariat and many more. The literary representation centres on
issues of the afflicted political climate, the social life and culture, the quest for identity,
ethnicity, marginalization, trauma, insurgency, and most importantly women’s space.
The major changes mirrored by the North Eastern writings are insurgency, responses to
the decaying nature, political unrest, and a sense of intolerance regarding communal
politics. 



The emerging writers from North Eastern region thus, have significantly contributed to
the enrichment of the great literary tradition of Indian Writings in English through their
significant literary outputs. Writers from the North East have produced brilliant
masterpieces which are translated into major Indian languages of India.
It is hoped that the seminar will provide a platform for scholars, academicians, and
students to discuss and analysed the great literary works of the North East writers and to
explore the rich culture of the region through their narratives.
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Sub Themes of the Seminar

Literature and Culture of North East  India

Fictional Writings of North East Indian Writers writing in English

Poetic Voices from North East India

Trends and Movement of North East Drama

Identity, Ethnicity, and Trauma in the Literary Writings of North East
India

Folk Culture and Oral Literature from North East India

Women’s Literary Space in North East Literature

Literature of the Tribes of North East India

Ecological Consciousness in the Writings of North EastWriters writing
in English

Any other topic related to the main theme of the seminar



Registered Papers

Plenary Session-I





Plenary Session-II





Plenary Session-III





Plenary Session-IV





Plenary Session-V







Plenary Session-VI





Overview of the National Seminar

The Department of English, Gargaon College organised a two-day
ICSSR Sponsored National Seminar on “Writings from North East
India: Trends and Issues” in collaboration with IQAC and Central
Library of the college on 24th and 25th February, 2023. The inaugural
programme moderated by Dr. Rashmi Rekha Saikia, convenor of the
seminar, commenced with the lighting of the lamp by Aditya Vikram
Yadav, Deputy Commissioner of Sivasagar. The seminar was
inaugurated by Prof. Jiten Hazarika, Vice Chancellor of Dibrugarh
University. The key note address was delivered by Prof. Jyotirmoy
Prodhani, Head of the department of English, NEHU. The second day of
the seminar commenced with plenary talks delivered by Dr. Nasmeem
F. Akhtar, Associate Professor, Dept. of English, Dibrugarh University,
Professor Bishnu Charan Dash, Dept. of English, Assam University,
Diphu Campus and Dr. Arundhati Mahanta, former Head and Associate
Professor of Assamese department, Gargaon College on several
significant aspects related to the definitions, interrelations of regional
literature along with scope and methods of research of Northeast
Indian literature. Mr. Narayan Konwar, Secretary, Higher Education
Department, Govt. of Assam, too joined the meeting on the second day
through virtual mode. Over 70 participants including research scholars
and academicians from various institutions presented their papers in
the six plenary sessions held during the two-day national seminar.
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YouTube Links:
 https://www.youtube.com/live/a5BJPJ7hP90?si=BcHu3BZxWdLWFa2T

https://youtu.be/gc1XaGOvM8Q?si=jC45l2U_tDBsXl-_

https://www.youtube.com/live/D-p1oJlNb94?si=ZhrGkyt7MzBOFkVB

Media coverage:

https://www.youtube.com/live/a5BJPJ7hP90?si=BcHu3BZxWdLWFa2T
https://youtu.be/gc1XaGOvM8Q?si=jC45l2U_tDBsXl-_
https://www.youtube.com/live/D-p1oJlNb94?si=ZhrGkyt7MzBOFkVB
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