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NAME OF THE PROGRAM

Field visit to Hatihuria Beel, a closed Wetland of Sivasagar District on the occasion of
World Wetland day, 2023

Date: 02.02.2023

Visited by: B. Sc. students and Faculty staff.

Organized by: Department of Zoology 1n collaboration with IQAC, 11Assam Girls
(I) Coy NCC and 49 Assam Naval Unit, Gargaon College.

Nature of Activity: Extension and Outreach
OBJECTIVE OF THE PROGRAM

A significant part of the earth's natural system 1s wetlands, which also include a variety of
other bodies of water, including ponds, bogs, lakes, marshes, swamps, and fens. Except for
the permanent rivers, they are today thought to be the last remnants of freshwater bodies
on Earth. Numerous ecological, commercial, and recreational purposes are served by
wetlands. They provide homes for a variety of living types, trap pollutants and can
eliminate harmful residues, store surface water, minimize erosion, and are home to a
variety of fishes, floods, fuel, and fibre. They also assist in lessening the intensity of floods
by absorbing wave energy. Assam has an abundance of tectonic lakes known locally as
"beel." Wetlands not only support a diverse range of plant and animal species but also
store and filter water and shield humans from flooding. So, the study of wetlands and their

conservation i1s the need of the hour.

RATIONALITY OF THE PROGRAME

The outreach programs helped the students to understand the animals and their behavior in
their natural habitats. Additionally, the field study provides a general overview of the existing
biodiversity of Hatihuria Beel, current threats, and our contribution to 1ts sustenance. For the
biological sciences in particular, field-based education is essential since i1t offers core training
for fields like behaviour, ecology, evolution, systematics, and conservation science. It has been
discovered that the national water sector strategy has not given enough attention to the
management of wetlands. Many of the wetlands are therefore vulnerable to human pressures,
such as changes 1n the catchment's land wuse, pollution from homes and businesses,
encroachments, tourism, and overuse of their natural resources. Moreover, the bulk of studies
conducted 1n India on wetland management focus on the ecological/environmental economics
and limnological components of the practice. However, there hasn't been much research done on
the physical (such as changes in the catchment's hydrology and land use) and socioeconomic
factors that cause limnological changes. So detailed study and adequate conservation measures

are needed for the sustenance of the wetlands.
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“Gargaon Co]lege observes World Wetland Day” ﬁzq

OUR CORRESPONDENT

SIVASAGAR, Feb 3: The de-
partment of Zoology. Gargaon
College. in collaboration with
Internal Quality Assurance
Cell und NCC Unit of Gargaon
College, organized a field visit
to Hatihuria Beel, Sukati Ali.
Hahchara. Sivasagar (o ob-
serve World Wutlancl Day
with the theme, *It’s time for
Wetland Restoration™, on
Thursday. The purpose behind
or;:anmnu the programime was
to raise awareness about the
importance of wetlands local-
ly known as beels. the need of
its conservation and restora-
tion to conserve the dwelling

PHOTOCOPY OF THE FLYER

Hatihuria Beel, Sukati Ali, Hachara, Sivasagar

A field visit to

Organised by

Gargaon College

In collaboration with

Department of Zoology

"GARGAON COLLEGE ¢
WORLD WETLAND DAY, 2023

Theme : It’s Time for Wetland’s Restoration

IQAC Gargaon College and
NCC Gargaon College Unit

World
Wetlands Day
2 February 2023

MEDIA COVERAGE

fish diversity.

Noted academician dnd
Principal of Gargaon College,
Dr Sabyasachi Mahanta, ap-
preumsd the effort of the or-
ganizers for arganizing such an
outreach programme for creat-
ing awareness for wetland con-
servation and restoration.

Dr Rina Handique, Vice
Principal and FHead of the De-
partment of Zoology. Gargaon
College imtiated the programme
and spoke on the importance of

conservation and restoration of

wetlands. She also advocated
that these wetlands are home o
a laree number ol native fishes
having both omamental and food
values. She added that these

.wetlands provide brEE{.lll‘lﬂ and

nursery grounds for many, ryre
fish species. She further urged
for the need of the conservation
of the wetlands. .

Dr Surajit Saikia, [QAC‘
Coordinator and Assistant.Pro-
fessor of Economics Depart-
ment, highlighted the signifi-
cance of observance of the day.
Pimily Langthasa.and Dr An-
urag Protim Das, Assistant Pro-
fessors of Zoology department,

also spoke on the importance *

of conservation and restoration
of wetlands. The programme:
was altended by around 150
students, including other facul-

Ly members of different depart-

ments of the college,

YOUTUBE LINK
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Video link of the program: https://youtu.be/WSvKIl_Sw4I?si=DgsPKkyX545YYjve
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LIST OF THE PARTICIPANTS
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